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1. Background aspects of Healing of Memories in South East Europe

Healing of Memories (HoM) as process was first initiated in South Africa under the responsibility of churches for the purpose of creatively coping with injuries among people, cultures, religions and individuals.
 The first European process started in Northern Ireland in the second part of the ‘90th years of the 20th century.
  HoM started in South East Europe with the vision that some countries in South East Europe on the one hand are BORDERLANDs between West- and East- European cultural regions but are also BRIDGELANDs between the historical East-Roman and West-Roman religious, national and cultural history and also to the South-Eastern European Christian, Jewish and Islamic historical background.
1.1.
Goals of the project Healing of Memories 

a) 
The main goals of process Healing of Memories 


are written in the European Charta Oecumenica 3, 6 and 8: 

· Charta Oecumenica 3:  
“In the spirit of the Gospel, we must reappraise together the history of the Christian churches, which has been marked by many beneficial experiences but also by schisms, hostilities and even armed conflicts.”


and 

“It is important to acknowledge the spiritual riches of the different Christian traditions, to learn from one another and so to receive these gifts.” 

· Charta Oecumenica 6:  


“We commit ourselves in the event of controversies, particularly when divisions threaten in questions of faith and ethics, to seek dialogue and discuss the issues together in the light of the Gospel”
- 
Charta Oecumenica 8: 


“In view of numerous conflicts, the churches are called upon to serve together the cause of reconciliation among peoples and cultures. We know that peace among the churches is 


an important prerequisite for this.”

b)
Christians responsibility for reconciliation between religions 


are written in European Charta Oecumenica 10 and 11 : 


- 
Charta Oecumenica 10: 


The way towards reconciliation between Christians and Jewish can not be a normal dialog after the Holocaust and the centuries old pre -holocausts, pogroms and expulsions are widely embossed by immense sufferings. For that reason we have to “seek and intensify the dialog with our Jewish sisters and brothers at all levels”.

- 
Charta Oecumenica 11 : 


For centuries Muslims have been living in Europe. Over a long period of time the southern part of Europe has been moulded considerably by the Muslim culture and understanding of the respect of other “Abrahamitic religions”.



But also we have to remain “the case, there are still strong reservations and prejudices on both sides. These are rooted in painful experiences throughout history and in the recent past.” 
Healing Memories is a process of the generations that includes:

· Partial process A: “walking together through history”

· Partial process B: “taking share in the pain of others”

· Partial process C: “preparing the future together”

2.
Healing of Memories in Romania

2.1.
Walking through history in Romania 

(Healing of Memories in Romania part A)
Healing of Memories in Romania (HoMRO) is an interdisciplinary exploration and consultation of the ecclesiastical, cultural, political and ethnic bases and interdependences in a religious-cultural border area between East and West European cultures and religion.

In June 2004 the Presidiums of the CEC and CPCE decided to carry out together the Project “Healing of Memories between Christian Churches in Romania - Bridge between Churches, Cultures and Religions” in cooperation with Romanian Membership Churches and with roman-catholic and greek-catholic dioceses in Romania.

Since 2006 the Federation of Jewish Communities of Romania and the Muftiate of the Muslim Community in Romania and representatives of minorities like Roma, Armenian, Lipovan, Ruthenian, Slovakian, Tatar, Turkish and other regional Minorities take part.

In 2005 a HoMRO-office was established in Cluj/Romania. Scientific counsellors of orthodox, catholic and protestant theology are connected. Participation of a catholic counsellor is in a planning stage.

With HoM the advice of the European Charta Oecumenica formulated "duties" to the expansion of the interdenominational dialogue shall be picked up with the goal to overcome the injuries and misunderstandings between majority and minority churches originated over centuries in one of the "border areas" of European culture and religion history.

From 2004 to 2007 in Romania part A of the process was realized: “Interdisciplinary Research and Consultation of comparative study of Church History in Romania as a religious-cultural borderland in central Europe”. This special part is specified as an interdisciplinary research in cooperation with Faculties of Theology, History and Sociology. Part A elaborates a synopsis of the different views of history of the different denominations, religions and cultures.

Since 2004 nine conferences in nine historical regions of Romania were accomplished:

Transylvania in Cluj Napoca May 2005, Moldova in Iaşi and Bucovina in Suceava May 2006, Banat in Timişoara and Bihor in Oradea June 2006, Muntenia in Bucharest and Dobrogea in Constanţa November 2006, Maramures in Baia Mare March 2007, Sathmar in Satu Mare November 2007. An “International Conference Healing of Memories in Romania” took place in addition in Bucharest
 in June 2007.

In the process HoMRO are involved 16 faculties of theology, 7 of history and 2 of sociology. Further 6 other historical institutes are included. So far sometimes more than 150 coworkers were involved in the workshops and conferences during the process.

HoMRO was present on the Third European Ecumenical Assembly EEA3 between the 4th and 9th September 2007 in Sibiu/Hermannstadt with two Hearings:

-
Healing of Memories: Church and Culture Minorities recording Charta Oecumenica 4 and 8.

- 
Healing of Memories: Reconciliation between churches in Europe recording
 
Charta Oecumenica 3.

and HoMRO was involved in the Forum 9 “Peace and Reconciliation in Europe”.
2.2.
Sharing History-Pain of the Others 

(Healing of Memories in Romania part B)
The views and experiences of historical, cultural, ethnic, religious and confessional relations and aspects of the current conflict fields and reservations between denominations won in the processing part A are taken up in part B, interpreted and processed inter-denominationally.

On a basis of a “historical conflict analysis” as well as on the basis of the in part A in several languages published „Comparative history of the Christian churches“ several regional interdenominational seminars will take place in close co-operation with the departments for Pastoral Care at the education centers and faculties of the churches involved.

Part B is realized in the following two phases:

(1)
Education in “Inter-cultural Communication, Pastoral Care and 

Mediation” (2009 and 2010)

In Transylvania started ecumenical courses at several Universities in Transylvania training of suitable priests, ministers and other suitable 
persons with two parts :
(A) mother tongue oriented education
 according to a model of the 5 steps :


-
Healing of memories as a challenge of Transylvanian Churches


-
Telling own stories


-
Bases of communication in Church and Society


-
Dialog between humans from different denominations, ethnic groups and cultural traditions


-
Learning of group management with the principles of intercultural 


communication and pastoral care

After an interdisciplinary evaluation in end of the first course part a second 
part in October 2009 will start as : 


(B)
multi lingual oriented education
 in form of interreligious courses

-
Healing of Memories as challenge of the Transylvanian churches :
(Dialog within the group as well as with church and culture representative)

· Live stories and Intercultural interreligious Identity and Self-perception:

(Learning of the method “to hear with 4 ears” recognizing the “Identity-Quartet” : personal and family identity, cultural and national identity, religious identity and Identity through role in society)

· Intercultural and interreligious Mediaiton
· Practical experience :

a) taking part in worships of the different denominations and dialog with the priests/pastors 

b) moderating of local “Healing of Memories – Seminars” 

The courses (A) and (B) in 2009 are planned in partnerships with : Church of Finland, Kerkinactie, The Remonstrants and in cooperation with the SIPCC and the pastoral Care Institute of Kecskemet-Hungary.

For 2010 are planed 3 other ecumenical courses :

· in the Greek-Catholic faculty of Babes Bolyai Cluj (located in Blaj)

· in the Orthodox faculty of Babes Bolyai Cluj (located in Cluj)

· in the Orthodox faculty of Sibiu together with Lutheran theological department (located in Sibiu)

in partnership with the Church of Norway, the Evangelical Church of Hannover, the Tavola Valdese, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rottenburg/Stuttgart, the Instituto di Studi Ecumenici „San Bernardino“ Venice 

But the deeper goals of Healing of Memories will be realized in the third phase :

(3)
Local Seminars of Healing of Memories (2010)

The Realisation of local Seminars of Healing of Memories in Regions with co-moderation by trained participants of the courses above is following the goal to promote mutual attention and ecumenical co-operation between humans from different denominations, ethnic groups and cultural traditions locally. The way to promote this is to become „deeper acquainted with“ by respecting the cultural and historical identity of the others.

Thereby different traditions will not be stressed out but things in common like language, traditions, religion and setting of tasks in society will be however particularly stressed. It is aimed that those involved participants of the local seminars notice the fact that common acting over the borders of denomination, culture and language strengthens also the own identity and is of advantage for all (“win- win result”).

3.
Healing of Memories in South East Europe


Ecumenical Foundation Reconciliation in South East Europe (RSEE)

As “a fruit of the Third European Ecumenical Assembly and the Healing of Memories process” (orthodox Metropolitan Bishop Laurentiu, Sibiu) in April 2008 a first common ecumenical Foundation “Reconciliation in South East Europe“ was created and located in Sibiu-Hermannstadt, in which orthodox, protestant and catholic Churches in Romania are represented. 

Presidents of the Foundation are the orthodox Metropolitan Dr. Laurentiu, the Lutheran Bishop Dr. Christoph Klein and the reformed Vicar-bishop Bela Kato.

The Foundation “Reconciliation in South-East Europe” (RSEE) is the first in this vein in South-East Europe, which is supported by all historical churches in Romania.

“Reconciliation in South-East Europe” (RSEE) continues a basic request of the 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly: to make a contribution to the reconciliation of the peoples of Europe.

The Foundation pursues the objective to “support the reconciliation between churches, cultures and religions in south-east Europe” (Art.1 of the constituting document). The Foundation continues Healing of Memories process “walking together through history“ and “taking share in the pain of others”for Romania and border crossing for the Balkan region currently focusing to Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary and the Ukraine.

The foundations challenge is, to deal with the already initiated refurbishment of the churches, religions and cultures history and the violations and prejudices in it. This will be done by own workshops, conferences and publications.

On the 6th of April 2008 the foundation “Reconciliation in South-East Europe” (RSEE) could celebrate its dedication with Episcopal and political presence in Sibiu Hermannstadt. On this occasion also the centre for Reconciliation between churches, cultures and religions in South-East Europe was inaugurated. 
“Main aims of the foundation are, to advance:

· reconciliation processes between churches, cultures and religions.

· the intercultural and interreligious dialogue in South-East Europe and so to counter the estrangements between western and eastern European culture.

The Foundation gives a panel for issues, concerning the European Border countries between historical Byzantine and Latin cultural history.”

(Abridgement from the Foundations ordinance §3 and 4)

Processes initiated respectively planed from the foundation RSEE :

In overview the foundation RSEE is planning the following activities : 

(a) Education :

· Inter-cultural Communication, Pastoral Care and Mediation in Romania

· Inter-religious Communication and Mediation in Balkan region

(b) Local Seminars of Healing of Memories

· between churches and cultures in Romania

· between youth of different denominations 

· between Roma participants and church participants 

· between youth of Roma and church parish groups 

(c) conferences and workshops :

· Healing of Memories for the historical region Banat – Batschka – Vojvodina

(planned June 2010) 
· 90th Anniversary of Trianon - The Church Ministry of Reconciliation

(planned 2010-2011)

· Reconciliation between Roma and Churches in Balkan region

(planned 2010-2011)

· Jewish communities and Christian churches in historical region of Bucovina

(planned 2010)

· Interreligious process Healing of Memories in Balkan region

(planned 2010-2011)

(d) international consultations (in cooperation with WCC) :

(sharing experiences in Healing of Memoires)

· Regional European group 2010 Sarajevo Bosnia

· regional African group 2010 Cape Town South Africa

· regional Middle East group 2011 Jerusalem

· regional Latin America group 2011 Brazil
In Details the following planned activities are in processing :

(1)
Healing of Memories for the historical Region of Bihor 

(Romania-Hungary transboundary)

2008 from April 7 to 9 a three-day transboundary Romanian Hungarian conference started for the since 1920 (Treaty of Trianon) divided region Bihar/Bihor. 

Within this conference bishops from both sides of the border (Hungarian and Romanian) met the first time officially since the 1920. 

Within the opening session was coming up a very deep impression as the President of Baptist Union asked the Jewish representatives for forgiveness in case of Holocaust. And following the orthodox Bishop also requested in the name of all Christian Churches the Jewish communities for forgiveness and asked for dialog together.
At the last conference day April 9th the church leaders agreed in a panel discussion, which was very strongly considered by the TV, radio stations and the press, to hold annual Episcopal consultations for the EUREGIO Bihar/Bihor.

(2)
Healing of Memories for the historical region Banat – Batschka – 

Vojvodina (Hungary/Romania/Serbia):
A first conference “Healing of Memories” took place in Timişoara - Romanian Banat - in June 2006. Church historians from the Orthodox, Roman-Catholic, Greek-Catholic, Reformed, and both Lutheran churches took part in this conference. Also included was the Jewish community and representatives of the Roma minority. 

In August and November 2008 meetings in Novi Sad, Budapest and Timişoara took place to concretise the strategy for a Hungarian-Serbian-Romanian transboundary conference Vojvodina-Banat together with the theological and historical Faculties of the University of Novi Sad (Serbia, Vojvodina) and Beograd, the University of Timişoara (Romania) and theological faculties of Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed in Hungary (Szeged, Budapest, Debrecen ). Bishops of 
all historical churches in three countries agreed to support the process.

The main issues of process will start at the end of 2009. Partner of the process is the Konrad Adenauer Foundation Beograd. A transbourdary conference in Novi Sad (Serbia), Timişoara (Romania), Szeged (Hungary) is planned in cooperation with all historical churches in the region from 2010 June 7 to 10.

This conference is planned as a part of a conference Circle :

(3) 
90th Anniversary of Trianon - The Church Ministry of Reconciliation

With two other steps : 

(a) Szatmar - Máramaros - Bereg - Ugocsa - Ung (Hungary/ Romania / Ukraine)


(September 2010 Nyiregyháza – Satu Mare - Beregsas)

(b) Saros - Zemplen - Abauj - Gomor - Szepes (Hungary/Slovakia)


(March 2011 Sárospatak - Kosiče)

(4)
Healing of Memories for the historical region Bucovina :

A first conference “Healing of Memories” took place in Suceava – Romanian Bucovina - May 2006. 

In spring of 2010 an Ukrainian-Romanian transboundary conference Bucovina is planned with the universities of Suceava (Romania) and Černovci (Ukraine) and the historical churches in these countries.

This conference will be focused on the Jewish -Christian history - working out the relations between Christian churches and Jewish communities through the centuries.  The conference does not exclude the painful experiences of the Holocaust. This will be the first ecumenical conference between churches and Jewish participants including the painful points of history.

Partner of the process is the Friedrich Ebert foundation Bucharest.

(5)
Reconciliation between Roma and Churches in Balkan region :

A special kind of work for reconciliation in Romania’s nine historical areas has started with the “for all intends and purposes until now not proceeded” reconciliation process between churches and Roma. Obviously in Romania something was activated with the consequent involvement of Roma representatives in all Healing of Memories conferences, that until now wasn’t discussed between the Christian churches in Romania and Roma: a dialogue advancing reconciliation between Roma and churches in history. 
The concept of project in general is in planning with 3 main parts :
a) Preparing part :

· Conference of experts of Roma questions in South East Europe 

(2010 in Sarajevo)

· Building some regional (country) – groups oriented on involved churches 



(for instance Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Serbia, Carpatho Ukraine)
b) Historical part :



· Regional Conferences :
History of Roma


History of Relation between Roma and 



churches



Culture main streams 

· Publications in mother tongue
c) Part “moving in the hearts”

· Education of “multiplicators” in intercultural communication 

and mediation

· Seminars with responsible representatives of churches and Roma

· Youth meetings

· Women meetings
d) Pedagogic part 

Developing and creating articles “History of Roma” for school books :
-
negotiating with politicians about ways of implementing Roma History in school books 


-
Conference with experts of school books and Roma History

· Building some regional (country) – groups of experts

· Developing and writing school book articles in several involved countries 

(6) 
Interreligious process Healing of Memories in Balkan region.

According to the interreligious involvement (Jewish, Muslim) at the process Healing of Memories in the historical regions of Valahia and Dobrogea there has developed an own interreligious process Healing of Memories.

Positive involved in this process are the Romanian and the Bulgarian Islamic Mufti, the president of the Jewish foundation in Romania, and the historical Christian Churches of Romania and Bulgaria.
Three partial processes are planned respectively took place :

a) In 2009 May 28-30 in Constanţa a transboundary conference Dobrogea took place.


The theme was : The influence of religion and ethnical identity on the development of values in culture and society. 


Conference partners were the universities of Sofia (Bulgaria) and Constanţa (Romania) and the representatives of the historical religions (Jewish, Muslim, Christian) in these countries. The process was arranged in cooperation with World Council of Churches WCC, Konrad Adenauer Foundation Bucharest and the Romanian Ministry of Education.
Planned are furthermore :

b) a conference “The Relevance of the three European Religions :
Christianism, Judaism and Islam in Balkan Countries” 
(Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia, Macedonia, Albania etc.) 


in cooperation with “Konrad Adenauer Foundation” and WCC in 2010 or 2011.

c) an interreligious retraining for “Interreligious Communication and Mediation” in cooperation with “Friedrich Ebert Foundation”.


This process still is looking for partners worldwide.

(7)
Worldwide Network of Healing of Memories church Initiatives :

The foundation Reconciliation in South East Europe is in contract with WCC to arrange and create a worldwide Network of Healing of Memories Church Initiatives.

In this case was arranged in 2009 May 25 and 26 at Monastery Sămbata (near Sibiu) an International conference of Healing of Memories Church initiatives in Cooperation with World Council of Churches WCC. 

Representatives of Healing of Memories processes from Bosnia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, India, Palestine, South Africa participated.

Expected results were 

· An enhanced understanding of ‘healing of memories’ in the light of the experiences from different contexts

· Enhanced international cooperation in the healing and reconciliation.

The results will be published.

Furthermore was approved in common agreements to create and develop a worldwide effective network of ‘healers of memories’ with regional networks in different continents.
Following these results the following international consultations “Sharing experiences in Healing of Memoires” in cooperation with WCC are planed :
2010 Consultation on Healing of Memories in Europe 

Sarajevo Bosnia and Herzegovina

2010
Consultation on Healing of Memories in Africa


Cape Town South Africa

2011 Consultation on Healing of Memories in Middle East

Jerusalem

2011
Consultation on Healing of Memories in Latin America, Brazil

4.
Publications so far:

Healing of Memories – Dialog über die gemeinsame Geschichte der christlichen Kirchen in Rumänien, edited by Dieter Brandes, 
epd-Dokumentation Nr. 40 / 2005, Evangelischer Pressedienst, Frankfurt/M 2005

History of Relation between Christian Churches in Transylvania, edited by 
Dieter Brandes, Cluj-Napoca 2006

Collection Reconciliatio :

Reconciliation nr.1 :

Healing of Memories in Europe - A Study of Reconciliation between Churches, 
Cultures and Religion, edited by Dieter Brandes, Cluj Napoca – Leipzig 2008
Reconciliation nr.2 :

Healing of Memories indecarea Memoriei între biserici, culturi i religii în 
România, edited by Dieter Brandes and Dr. Olga Lukacs, Cluj Napoca 2007
Translation in German : 
Die Geschichte der christlichen Kirchen aufarbeiten - Healing of Memories 
zwischen Kirchen, Kulturen und Religionen, Cluj Napoca – Leipzig 2008
Reconciliation nr.3 :

Healing of Memories: Scurtă  Istotir a Bisericilor şi a comunitaţilor religioase din 
Transilvania, edited by Dieter Brandes, Vasile Grăjdian, Olga Lukács, Cluj Napoca 2009

Translation in Hungarian : 

Healing of Memories: Az  Erdélyi Egyházak és Vallási  Közossegek Rövid Története, 
edited by Dieter Brandes, Vasile Grăjdian, Olga Lukács, Cluj Napoca 2009
Translation in German : 

Healing of Memories: Kurze Geschichte der Kirchen und Religions-
gemeinschaften  in Siebenbürgen, edited by Dieter Brandes, Vasile Grăjdian, 
Olga Lukács, Cluj Napoca – Leipzig 2009
Reconciliation nr.4 :

Comparing History of Bishopric´s in Transilvania, edited by Dieter Brandes, 

Vasile Grăjdian, Olga Lukács, Cluj Napoca 2009

Some essays (some examples) :

Healing of Memories – eine Aufgabe ökumenischer Ekklesiologie im 21. Jahrhundert, Dieter Brandes in Studia Universitatis Babeş-Bolyai, Theologia 
Reformata Transylvanica, XLVIII, 2003/5-6. p. 57-63

Versöhnung der Konfessionen in Europa - Healing of Memories – Gemeinschaftsprojekt von GEKE und KEK, Dieter Brandes in „Dokumentationsband 6. Vollversammlung der 
GEKE“, Budapest 2006, p. 152 – 156, Frankfurt a.M. 2007

Heilendes Erinnern – ein Dialog über die Geschichte der christlichen Kirchen in 
Rumänien, Karl Schwarz in Biblos – Beiträge zu Süd-Ost-Europa , Wien 2007, p. 125-144
Versöhnung der Konfessionen in Europa – das Heilen der Erinnerungen in Rumänien, Dieter Brandes in „Zwischen Krieg und Frieden : die Rolle der Kirchen in Versöhnungs-prozessen“, HEKS-Grundlagen, Hilfswerk der Evangelischen Kirchen in der Schweiz, 
Zürich 2007 p. 43-47

Healing of Memories, in “From Trondheim to Lyon”, 13th CEC assembly, Conference of European Churches Geneva 2009, page 51 - 54
� Compare  “From Trondheim to Lyon” page 51 - 54


� 	H. Russel Botman and Robin M. Petersen (ed.) : to Remember and to Heal, Cape Town, Pretoria, Johannesburg : 


	Human & Rousseau 1996


-	“Wahrheits- und Versöhnungskommission Südafrika : Das Schweigen ist gebrochen” in Brandes&Apsel-Verlag, 


	Frankfurt a.M. 2000, Reihe Geschichte – Anhörungen – Perspektiven


� 	Alan D. Falconer and Joseph Liechty (ed.) : “Reconciling Memories” edited by, Dublin 1998


-	Jennifer Stoves : “Healing in Northern Ireland Found Through Remembering and the Kingdom of God”, University of Dublin,


	Dublin 2005


� 	see above Chapter “1.1. Goals of the project Healing of Memories” in essay “A.1. Healing of Memories/Healing Through 


	Remembering”, Rev. Dieter Brandes and Prof. Dr. Johnston McMaster


� 	CHARTA OECUMENICA, Guidelines for the Growing Cooperation among the Churches in Europe, 


	Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European Bishops' Conferences (CCEE) � HYPERLINK "http://www.cec-kek.org/content/charta.shtml" ��http://www.cec-kek.org/content/charta.shtml�





�  The results of the conference are published in “Healing of Memories Vindecarea Memoriei între biserici, culturi si religii în România” and in the German translation in “Die Geschichte der christlichen Kirchen aufarbeiten – Healing of Memories zwischen Kirchen, Kulturen und Religionen in Rumänien“. (see page 4)


� 	One course is teached in Romanian langue and one course is teached in Hugarian language.


� The course will be taught and translated in Romanian, Hungarian and English  language


� At May 6th 2008 the bishops in Oradea founded the for Romania first regional Episcopal convent of the historical Christian churches. They will meet soon and invite Hungarian and Romanian bishops according to the agreement of Biharkeresztes from April 9th.
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